








APPENDIX

on the bench, or to express his views when agreeing with them upon the
general result, he arrived at the same conclusions by a different road. But in
all cases, so strong, clear and logical were his opinions that they always com-
pelled attention and respect, even when they failed to persuade. Unquestion-
ably, he was the ablest constitutional lawyer upon that bench until the advent
of Marshall, and in all other respects the equal of Justice Wilson. - While his
labors upon the Supreme Bench were but light, those of the circuit were
arduous and exhausting, his circuit at one time compelling him to travel 1,800
miles. He was a laborious and indefatigable student and writer, and while
upon the Supreme Bench occupied his leisure moments in writing treatises,
the publication of which were probably prevented by his untimely death.
Among his manuscripts were found “A Treatise on Evidence,” an “Essay on
Pleading,” and a paper on “The Doctrine of the Laws of England Concerning
Real Property in Use or in Force in North Carolina,” the two latter of which
were unfinished.

I cannot pass on without some slight mention of the correspondence of
Iredell and the vast wealth of history bequeathed to us by it. To us the great
wonder is, how the chief men of that day found the time to devote to social
correspondence ; but men then, like men now, were always eager and striving
for the news; and, in the lack of newspapers, it was disseminated and carried
from ome to another, and passed on and on through the colonies by means of
letters. The man of that day who was no letter writer lived outside of the
history -of the times and heard no news. Iredell’s letters were models, and
numbering, as he did, among his correspondents the chiefest men of the day,
hand down to us living pictures of the leading characters and stirring events
of his life. )

In the summer of 1799, his honorable life was nearly spent. The severe
labors of the circuit, and the climatic influences of the sickly region in which
he lived and traveled; had undermined his constitution, and his health gave
way. He was unable to attend August Term of the Court, and, slowly failing,
at last died at Edenton on 20 October, 1799, in the noon of life and the zenith
of his glory.

The daily walk and life of Iredell, from the boy of 17 to the statesman and
. Jjurist of 48, so vividly pictured to us by McRee, reads like an epic poem. The
immature lad of 17, torn by stress of fortune from a gentle home and trans-
planted in a strange and wild land, springing in a day into the maturity of
manhood, rising abruptly into the full radiance of public life, called in rapid
succession from one high office to another, until he had exhausted all, and
filling all with equal roundness until at the last, weary and worn, he sinks into
rest, followed by the love and respect of all.

In reviewing his life, I am at a loss which most to admire—his gentle dig-
nity, his amiable disposition, his independence of thought and action, his
sturdy self-reliance, his equipoise of mind, his high character, or his splendid
abilities. Throughout the whole period of the Revolution, when North Caro-
lina was in her most perilous strait, there is scarce a page of her history upon
which the name of Iredell is not written.

I cannot close this sketch without acknowledging in some slight way my
obligation for all there may be of interest in it to the biographer of Iredell.
I knew Mr. McRee well when T was a youth, and when I came to the bar
enjoyed the privilege of hig friendship——a landmark upon my way in life upon
which I shall ever look back with pleasant recollections. .He brought to his
work the loving devotion and reverence of a kinsman, a brilliant and dis-
criminating intellect, an untiring zeal and interest and the facile pen of a
polished scholar. Disdaining the arts of rhetoric, his style is clear and con-
cise, ever striving for facts and preserving truth at the expense of sentiment
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and popular opinion. Happy was Iredell in his biographer, and fortunate the
State of North Carolina in such a son. His book is the greatest and most
valuable contribution to the social history of the State that has beenh or ever
will be written, and also to its political history, unless we except the recent
Colonial and State Records. By his work let him be remembered, and his
name handed down from one generation to another as one who did his State
great service, No more enduring monument, no more glorious epitaph could
he have than the grateful and affectionate remembrance of his countrymen,
which he deserves in the most eminent degree.

There is a close and striking parallel between the lives of Moore and Iredell.
Their way through life was ever upward. Together they trod with equal step
the lofty paths of fame, and, attaining the highest offices in the State, in the
line of their profession, at last reached the most exalted station which the
aspiring lawyer can hope to touch. Both were judges and attorney-generals
of the State, and both were Justices of the Supreme Court of the United
States. :

When Iredell resigned the office of Attorney-General, Moore succeeded him,
and later on was appointed to the seat upon the Supreme Bench of the United
States made vacant by his death. North Carolina, in grateful and affectionate
remembrance of her two sons, named one of her counties Moore and another
Iredell. Federalists in politics and alike in thought upon the great issues of
the day, attracted to each other by the same high and noble traits of mind
and character which both possessed in an eminent degree, they became warm
friends early in their acquaintance, and so remained during life. At the bar
they ever disdained the small arts of the pettifogger, and upon the bench,
blindfolded, they ever held the.scales of justice with an even hand, treating
with equal impartiality the rich and the poor, the guilty and the innocent.

May the example of their useful lives, their spotless integrity, and their
distinguished services inspire coming generations to emulate them and follow
in the lofty paths they walked through life.

“And History shall cherish them
Among those choicest spirits who, holding their
consciences unmixed with blame,
Have been in all conjectures true to themselves,
Their Country, and their God.”

ACCEPTANCE BY CHIEF JUSTICE FAIRCLOTH

Replying on behalf of the Court, Cuier Jusrtice Famcrors said: “This
Court accepts the portraits of Judges Iredell and Moore, and tenders its
thanks to the donors. Their lives and characters have been 8o well portrayed
by Mr. Davis that the Court will not attempt to add anything thereto. They
not only rendered service to their own State, but their services are recorded
in the records of the Supreme Court of the United States, and will remain a
monument to their credit through the coming ages.

“We appreciateg and commend the laudable work of the Society of Sons of
the Revolution, which has presented these portraits. We receive them with
pleasure, and the Clerk of this Court will cause them to be suspended in an
appropriate place in this hall.”
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